Tl                                    PREFAQE.

Marbot, and Baron de Comeau do not profess to be histories
of the wars in which the writers were engaged, except
in so far as the operations came within their personal
cognizance.

Probably the best history of the campaign in Poland is
that*of General von Hoepfner, published in 1855, and based
upon Prussian and, to some extent, on Russian and French
official documents. The work is fully illustrated by numerous
excellent maps and plans. As far as can be ascertained, this
book has not been translated from the German. Nor has the
diary of Carl von Plotho, which is a good account of such
parts of the campaign as came under the writer's view.

In Russian, there is a history by Danilewski, which the
,present writer has been prevented from quoting, except where
it is referred to by Hoepfner, owing to his ignorance of the
language in which it is written.

A list of the published works, and the unpublished
documents, which the author has consulted is appended to
this preface. He takes this opportunity of acknowledging*
the great courtesy and assistance which he received from the
officials of the Historical Section of the General Staff of the
French Army, in his search for information in their admirably
kept and arranged records. Thanks to these records, it hus
been found possible to clear up, beyond all reasonable doubt,
many disputed and obscure points. Amongst these are the
question whether Napoleon intended to storm the village of
Eylau on the 7th February, 1807; the course of events in the
village of Schloditten during the night of the 8th February;
the exact extent of Key's disobedience in pushing towards
Koenigsberg ia January, 1807; and the history of the famous
captured despatch to Bernadotte, of the 31st January,